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STAUNTON RIVER: BRIDGE

Narrative of the Battle on the

a5th of June, 1804.

BY JAMES A, HOYT, CO. O, I 5. S.

ago to-day there
was an impromplu battle ae Hlmmlmi
River Bridge, on the 'Ihulnumul and
Danville Railvond,  ‘I'his was the only
line of railway then open for the
trangportation of ‘soldiers and supplies
« lo Lee’s army, which was concentrated
around Richmond and DPetershurg,
,The Pederal eavaly had been raiding
along the railroads between Wilming-
ton and Weldon, N. ., and communi-

Thirty-one years

cation had  been stopped  between
Weldon anmd  Petersburg, Va The

outlook was quile serious and aloomy,
as the main hove and dependence for
the continuance of the struggle on the
part. ot the Confederates lay in the
preservadion of this single line of rail-
way intact.  The destruction of an
maportant bridge at such a junciure
would have seriously embareassed the
situation of Lee and  his gallunt hosts,

wha  were  confronting  the enemy
around  I'etershurg anl maintaining

the line of defenee at the cepital of
the Confederacy. The demolition of
the railroad  bridge  over Staunton
River would mean an easy and un
abstructed marele of the cnemy on o
Daaville, where the destruetion ot an-

procuring a permit to visi

not long in

mother for two weeks, gaming a good
deal of strength in that time. Afte
the expiratiou of my hospital furlough
I repotted to the surgeon in charge a
Columbia, and
charged and sent lmc!\‘ to the army
as the news every day indicated netive
movements avound  Petersbure, wher
the command to which I helonged
(Palmetto Sharp Shooters) was then
siationd.  The surgeon remonstrated
with me, and wrged that my improye-
ment was only tempormy, orat least
that my heallh was noi pernumnently
recovered, and he proffered an ex-
tension of my leave Tor a return (o
Laurens. This was respeetfully de-
clined, and upon my request a dlis-
charge was made out on Sunday morn-
ing, June 19, in time for me to reach
the  Washington  Street  Methodist
Church, and find a seat in the gallery
Lo hear the commencement sermot ol

the  Columbin Female  College vom
thal prince o orators, Bishop George
I, Picree, whom I had met the year
hefore at Greenshoro, Ga, It was a
wiand effert, and the thonght upper-
most in my mind, with that discharge
in my pocket, was whether 1 would
ever cnjoy such a privilege again, for
every houe the ar grew heavier with
the reports of impending hattles in

Virginia.

The train left at midnight, and 1

went vin Kingville te Wilmington, N,

C.y a8 (he most direet roule to Peters-

bucg. My recollection s that the

Journey to Wilmington was nolt com-

pleted untit Tuesday morning, owing 1o

delays at Kingville and Florence,  Bui

thure  was even a greatee delay  al

Wilmmgton, for the railrowd  hetween

other important bridge over the Dan | there and Weldon was heing (hreaten-

River would surely tollow,
the town of Danville was the entrepot
for army supplies, and  there  were
immense siores heing egathered (here at
very time. A

an inlerview

Besudes, [ ed with the Federal cavalry, ami so we

I had
Martin, who
post, and  he

waited For tains to be sent oud.,
with C(ien,
wits  commanding the

repulse of the|gave me a permil w go on the fist

enemy at Staunten River meant the [ train, with the anderstanding that 1

preservadion ol Danville
raluable interest:,

Lee amd hig

and s

army in sceuarity
was concerned.

General Sheridan had  begun the
his strong foree of ravalry, e had
been engaged  for several weeks in an
expedition which had For its objeet the [«

exceution of a grand campagn with |onee during the slow and
)

would
This would keep | and convalseent soldiers who might he
and fon the frain, in case the enems was (o
repose so far as their base of supplies | attack

C
¢

take command  of lfurlotvghed

the train. The engineer and
onductor fell sure that we would
ncourter the Federals, and move than
sautions
ide we disembarked at their instance,
vhen T would place the men on the
pesite side ol track,

the railroad

destruction of Gordonsville, Charlottes- | with the ears as a sorl of breastwork,

ville and Ly nehburg, so as to threaten
Lee from the rear.  This imp.osing
picee of stralegy  was foiled by (he
quick movemenis md vigovous action |
of General Humpton, wh was placed | L

in command of the cavalry after the | ¢
Lake a train for Greenshoro and Dan-
Sheridan in the brlhant engagement | ville,

deatl, of Sinart, e had defeaced

al revilian's Station ofy the 1th of |

June, which gave o deecisive cheek to ] Danville
the Federal conmmander,

expedition under Generals Wilson and | v

Kauwlz  was then  organized by the

LFederal eommander 1o operste azinst | v

the railroads south of the Appomattox, |
which foreeset outon the evening of the
21st of June,  Fizhugh Lee's division

cof eavalry  went in puarsuil  of  the [ would
f

vnemy and came up with Wilson near
Dinwiddie . 1., where Lee
pulsed, but he struck

day near Wottaway U, H., and gained | sel of soldiers,

A eavaley |
(

wd await the coming of the vaiders,

“ho did not appear during the day.

When we reached Goldshoro iy the
fternoon the news was  received thal
he FFederals had severed all communi-
ation with Weldor, and that we must

The party was heing augmented
tl the time, and when we reached
on Thursday  night  there
ere forty or [ty officers and men
ho felt themselves in some way under
vders o follow my lead. AL Dan-
ille the news was even more exeiting,
13 rumors were Hying thoek and Iast

v
3
)

that the Federals were  destroying the
!

qiltoand  beyond  Burkesville, which
further  delay  our progres

here was an old hotel used as a \

1

wis re- [side Hospital not far from the depot,
Wilson the next |and thither went a tived and  husgey | track

who were Lhankful to

my father’s home in Laurens, where 1]left Danville in box cars witl
veeruited under the tender care of my

requested Lo he dis-

tlon Triday altoinoon, Jane 240, we

arims,
it rattons furnshed by
Withers, who had  become -

ammuanition and
1] Col.

rleoneiled 1o the situation,  We wope
y(directed o report (o Capl,  Favin-
Ciholt, and he was advised  of our

coming,  Between eight and  pine

Jo'clock the train halted near the bridec
slover Stiunton River, forty-cight nnles
[ Prom Danvilie. The men were marehed
al onee to a place Tor bivouae, and
with the stwrry heavens fora oy
they were soon asloep, '
I held a briel conference with Caplt.
Parinholt, and he informed me that the
Federals were not expeeted until the
pext day. when iCwas his puipose to
defend the bridge from the sous hside,
where he had two picees of artillery
mounted in a fort overtooking the
viver, with which he confidently ex-
preted to vepulse the enemy .aeross the
L stream, e also wold me that there
Wias unoflicet on the other sido ol the
bridge, who had o part of his own
command, and with whom he differed
as to the proper defence of the hridge,
This information was gladly received,
for my impressions  already  were
agiust the plans of the commandant,
and I decided to investigate the matier
without delay the next morning. Soon
after  davlight I started across (h
bridge, and as it was ecovered the way
was dark. T had gone only a few steps
when an oflicer met me, and inquired
after my  purpose in o cross ng (he
bridge.  Upon stating that my objeet
wias o oanect with Col. Coleman, he
gave me a covdial grasp ot the hand,
and said that he was Henvy B Cole-

nan.  of the 12thy N. ¢, 1 so00n
carned that Ins mother lived in the

wighborhood, and that he was on o«
vounded Tarlough.  1lis head  was
bhamlaged rom @ wound  received af
Spottsylvania, and he had Corsdeced his
serviees for this oveas on 1o Cant,
Favinholt,  1le was satistied that  the
FPederals could rveach there during the
day amd would expeet to bhurn the
hridge, which could easily he doue f
there were no troops sn the north side
to prevent it e nad taken about 150
militiy, old men and hoys, and had
been entrenching lus position during
the night, hat it was very slow work
The vesull of our conversation vas
that 1 agreed (o take my  command
across The viver,Janless Capt. Farinholt
seriously abjected to their going, anid
join with Col. Coleman in what was
the only prwticable defence of  (he
bridge. 1 found no diflicalty tonaking
the transfer, amd when o seant broak-
fast was fimshed the two companies
vere nuwched  across. The militia
under Col - Colemnn were evidently
mueh rejoiced Lo have reinforecments
come to their assistanee,  especially
when they recognized that the new-
comers were ol soldiers, 1o was de-
cided that my  twe companies  should
take position on the  right ol the
bridge, while the militia should oceupy
the left of our entrenchments, Lot
e deseribe the contiguration of the
gronnd on the north sude o the viver,
s0oas o give a0 better idea of the
strength ol our pesition as well as s
peril.
Roanoke station was within hall a
mile of the bridee, and the railroad
was withoul o eurve helween
From o steep embankment at

\
1

then,

such s vietory over him that Wilson [ get shelter for the balanee of the night. | the bridge, vising  cight or ten leet
withdrew from his Trant, forming a | Early in (he MOrmNg we  were sime-

junetion with Kotz on the Richmond |1
and  Danville  Ruailroad. IFrom
point ol junetion, the Federals hastened |4
towards the bridge over Staunton

this | woman ol

noned o breakfust, mud the noble
Danville were on hamd (o
vidn feeding the men who were, un-

onsciously o themselves, expected

«
River, which was suarded by a bat-{to defend the place against disaster,
talion of home guards nnder the ¢com- [ The building had a veranda the entire

mand of Capt, B.
Virgimin reserve militia,

T'his much hy way ol preface (o an |1
account  of (he  hattle al
River.  Let me further premise. by |1

saying that so far as my knowledge since we parted, and

statement ol this

ever  heen

detailed
has

goes Ny
engagement

L. FFarinholt, of the | length

-

Staunton | letters,

for two stories, and after
weahlast. 1 was on the uppuer gallery,
vith a portfolio which now lies hefore
ne and was soon engaged in writing
One was already finished (o
ny mwother, telling of  the mishaps
I was writing

mother (o g ldy in Houlh

younyg

written, | Unrolimay amdulging in hopes for the

and that T am led to undertake it now | future, when several soldiers cinne Lo

mine several months ago was romag-
ing ey some olld newspapers in a

A Iriend of [ interrupt me.

The eause of this interruption wis

vacant warchonse in Wesl Greenville, | soon explained, which was simply that

lile of

LR

andd he eame across o
Daily Southern Guardian,
in Columbia, 8. C.y by the lamented
Chas, I’ Pelham,

“ The [ an oflicer
published [ mandment

had been sent by the com-
of the post, Col. K. L.
Withers, to enrol all the enlisted men

fnet that one of the copies contained | point on the milroad i the direction
a letter written by me from the hos-| ol Richmond, where it was expected

pital al .
July, 1864, which made a brief state-

ment of the faets connected  with the [start, and iv did not take them Jong | anything

fieht on the 2536h of  June al Stwnton
River, and (o which was appended a
partinl list of the men ander my com-
mend in that engagement,  In justice
to the callant soldicrs who made the
tight, I determined to put together the
tacts and incideats whieh illustrated
their personal darving and lidelity to
the Lost Cause under most trying
circumsiances, and in the face of fear
ful odds, I have chosen the L«
anniversary ol the light 1o jot down
(hese memories, and will be compelled
to appear more or less egotistical in
siving this aceount, for it was my
fortune to be second in command
where the lighting took place,

After the battdes of the Wilderness
and Spottsylvanin, 1 was sent to the
Juekson  Hospital in Richmond  on

Danville, Va., on the «dih of [ to meet the enemy.

Nearly all these
men lad been ane the army from Lae

to find out that the olicer designa ed
was totally inexperienced, which caus.
c¢d them to inguive whether he had
been ol the fronl,  [Tis  answer
revealed the faet thul he had never
smelt powder on the battle-tield, and
the object of comm g loane was o
obtam an intercession with the com-
mandant. on_ their behall, L owill not
enter into the particulars, but will only
say that severar hours were lost in con-
viacing Col. Withers that these men
were entitled to better consideration on
acecount of past services, and  that it
was aninjastice for Inm to place them
under command ol one who was evi-
dently unfit for the position.  Finally,
it was decided aponny suggestion thal
an oficer from another State should
be put in charge, and that  the vest of
us should goalong,  T'his arrangement

aceount ol general debilty, being ia
exceedingly poor health. I was as-
signed 1o the Georgin division ol the
hospital with a uumber ol other of-
ficers  from  Soulh Caroling, as our
diviston was filled with wounded of-
ficers and men from [Tagood’s hrigade,
" oso happened  that my counsing Dr.
AL DL THoyt, now of Rome, Ga., was
the Hnrgm;u in charge of the :Ii’\'mum.
"amdin v week or ten days he diveeted
me 1o vo with o sick and  wounded
dotachment he was sending
hospital in Columbia, S, C.
[ was nol reluctant to obey

the
order, and on veaching Columbin wis

was nob carvied onty however, as this
olficer relingnished  the command and
insisted upon my taking charge,

Fvery tmin bhrought  additions  to
the foree while we were waiting in
Danville, and an euative company  of
detailed  men from Richaond, under
commnd of  Capte Riddiek, arvived a
Fehort time betore we left. They  had
been down to Andersonville with a
lot of prisoners and  were anxicus o
reach Richmond,  Capt, Riddies re-

fo the jquested that his company  he joined (o

ours, amd (his was agreed o, The
two companivs numbered not over a
hundred and ity men, and at 4 o’clock

above the level gronad, the track grul-
ually came nearver to the level unul at
the station there was no grading al all,
On the right or east side of  the rail-
voud, looking northwards, there was a
picee of meadow Tand, o Lundred yards
wide running to the ereck which emp
ticd here into the rver.  This creck
v parallel to the railroad, and Lept
the s=ame distance from it, so that the
meadow was one hundred yards wide
md eight hundred yardslong. A diteh
ran across the meadow from the rail-
roadd culvert to ‘the ereck, not more
than seventy-live yards in tront of my
line.  On the opposite side ol the rmil-
road the ground was uneven and irreg-
ular, and the viver made o bend above
the bridge. so that there was very lintle
chanee o manocuyer troops on that
sule, as they would be in a narrow de-
file, with every adyvantage in favor of
the Conlederates,  Just in the reur of
the station there was o succession of

e discovered the | for the purpose of taking them to some | hills, upon which we nosted pickets

carly m the morning, and it was from
these ulls in the afternoon that the
I'ederal artillery poured shot and shell
in and around the hridge until it was
besides comfortable to he
within range.  Our slender and hastily
construeted ecarthworks formaoed o semi.
circie, with the bridge as the centre,
and each end resting upon the river
bunk. ‘There was no possible chance
of being tlanked in this position, bul
there was also e avenue ol retreat.,
Failure meant the eapture of - eyvery
i, el ihis was impressed upon all,
Soon after the line was established
amd the men had been put to work
in throwing up dirt with their bayo.
nets, Col. Coleman and mysell with a
Few picked men went on o reconnois-
sanee three or four miles up the rail-
road, using an engine and a passenger
coach which eame that mornings from
Danville. This was a vaiuable incident
of the day, l'or we lewrned that the
enemy was leisurely  advancing, de-
stroying the railroad  (rack, burning
trestles amd depols, and looking for-
ward (o an easy vietory whoen  they
reached  the bridee  over Staunton
River, and an unmaolested mareh on o
Danville,  Te was Tuether aseertained
that Gen. W, L 10 Lee, with his
division of cavaley, was only o lew
hours in the v of Gen, Wilson, and
that o stubbocn defenee of the bridue
would enable  Lee (o overtake  him,
Alter leaving some hogus dispatehes
where  they would Sikely fall into the
hands of e encmyy and wrgent mes-
sages (o e handed Gen, Loee when he
pased that way,  the reconnoissanee

was ended, aml we  retarned to the
Inulye with eneournuing words for our
little band of 300, T'he houes  wrew
slowly, the heat was intense. and the

men were suflering from thirst and
hunger,  The creek  water did  not
satisfy them, amd the wnions  wer

growing searee suud unpalatable, They
giathered under the bridge, aml (he
old soldiers regaled the milina with
grewsome tales of war a8 they hal seen
it. Camp jokes and breczy songs fol-
lowed until |1 o’clock in the alternoon,
when the sharp erack of o vitle on (he
hills brought every one (o his pliee
along the himey amd moa few minutes
some of our videltes were seen coming
in haste to jola us,  The euemy was
almost e sight, and the st ecurier to
arrive said they were very muonerous,
The advanee guaed o Gen, Wilson
quickly <iove in the batanee of our
pickets, except (twao or three who were
cut ~f1, and who eoncented themselyes
in the woods until the fizsht was over,
It was not very long until the en-
emy hegan o appesr upon the hills,
Their artillery was soon uniimbered,
aied  only & few moments  clapsed
until shells were bursting all arvound
us,  They undertvok (o wet the range
of the bridee, and one sun was evi-
deutly trying to shoot into the eind of
the bridee, mecting wWith suecess now
aed then, The squadvons ol eavalry
were Hying in every direeticn, and the
whole carth scemed 1o be alive with
horses and riders, Cavaley always dud
excite me with the tramping ol horses
ad the climging ol sabres, bur these
things were not very destructive to life,
and so 1 fel more servions when it wos
apparens that this Oy me around meant
that the eavaleymen were dismounting
for o close contlict with us. "Lhe shell
ing was sl Farious aod growinge more
urpleasant every moment. o webd 1o
the discamtbort of the <iwmnion, our
awn inexperncoaeed aetillery on the
southside  bhegan to vespord o (e
complisnents sent forth from the ap-
posite hills, and insteadd o using shol
and  shell  with the expectation ol
renching the cney, the cunners put
in graoe and canister which fell all
arownd us. L osent privide Fenton, of
the  Maryland artibery, with a moes-
sige (o the commmdaut on the other
side, He went across the heidee un-
der the fire of the enemy's guns (o
stop the diving of our own wrtillery,
md owatehed his red eap with a great
leal of interest as he emerged from the
widee and ascended the hill (o the
forl, My instruetions were Tor him Lo
ask the privilese of divecting the guns
nin=t the enemy, ond o in defauli
thereol 1o cease fiving altosether.

o the meanwhile the dismountel
cavalry were getting into battle array.
The lines woere formed e the <t -
tion, and they hegan 1o move in our
divection,  BEvidently 1t was the inten-
tion of the enevy to crush onr smail
foree al onee with superior numbers
‘olwmn alter colmmn was massed in

. . e

wagons, ambulances and (roops, 'heir
artillery on “the hitls was turned the
ather way to prevent the advance of
Lee, and under the cover of a eapid
lire Trom their cuns the retreal wis
speedily entered upon, 1o was a time
of suspense amd anxicty with ns, for
we did not know with certainty that
Lee's command  was i oveality  on
hand, or whether it was only o small
detackment whieh had eansed the en-
emy o forsake our front, The sun
howd cone down, aed the shadows were
thicw with the smoke of hattie.  When
it grew dusk there was positive s
wnequivoeal rehef, beeanse one ol our
vittettes came with the weleome tidines
that the Pederals were gone and that
e was oceupying the sronnd aronmd
the statiwn. The lon, lone day was
cidedod the vietory was onres U
INCIDENTS OF I BIGHe,

This aceount might be extended in-
definitely with personal inecidents and
reminiscences,  Only a0 few will he
given, however,  Col. Llenry 1. Cole-
mih, oo whom the eredit of the cu-
wentent is eluelly due. exhibited (he
shest gqualities ol o soldier, e was
sell=relinnt, admirably poised i man-
ner, soud guick to take advantage of
circumstanees, 1 wias wounded racher
caly b the ghit, and was eanried un-
der the hridee, proteeted by the abul -
ment,  Colo Colenmn gl onee sug.est -
ed that he wonld take itmmediate cone
mand of my end of the line, while he
wouli pass the word along the trenehes
that I was in eharee of (he el Wingr,
and this was done. e eame and
stoed in front of me, where 1 owas y-
mg on the aromd, and was receiving
sueh atteotion as the sargeon could

iy
=t

RO A RIS ASINGS

that he give every attention (o ham,
having with lim the  slender supply
ol stimuinnts on hawd,  The nest
morning Sims was (aken o Danville
along with the rest of us, and o few
weeks he was given a furlongh to
visit his mother and (el the story for
himselt, ’
OFFICERS AND PRIVATES,

[0 has always been o maller of
sincere regrel that an aceurnte list of
the furlonshed and convalescent soldiers
wder my command  was not kept hy
me hut every veleran will understand
how easy 1t was o0 nealeet sueh n
thine, I wasan unusual event, il is
true, and yet it was not the only time
in the campaign of 1864 thal men
going home on furlough or returning
from Diospital were enenoed i hattle
on the way,  One of the men who was
with me at Staunton River, sl who is
now an estimable citizen of Amderson
County, William ). Stevensoa, of (o,
I 2nd S0 Ritles, i the rarve sl un-
expeeted experience of taking part in
anengagement beiween Petershure
and Weldon only a few weeis hefore,
as he was colne home on Furlongh,
and - he did o soldier's duty on hoth
oceasions without recerving a serateh,
e diteraliy fourht his way home ad
biuek Lo the army, '

Being  wounded so severely, T hald
noopportunity of perfecting the list
alter the tieht was over, and adding
e names of men why joined me only
as the enemy cime in siechi, lor this
Wil trae. “The soldives areriving
in Danville after we lett and who were
abie tor duty were sent I ewared by the

HIET

sive e, when T osaw that he was in-
curtine ereal msy in o remainiuge there
any longer, as the minie halls woere
whistling by every moment, and he
appeared  unconcious of (he faet. 1
catttioned him (o step back one or (wo
paces, but his veply showed that he
dul not appreciate the danger, and in
another mimnte he was brousht to (he
arord within a few feet ol me, A ball
hawd gone theough the koee, anl he
was disabled hike myself,

His stratagem had ended =0 far as
as the exchange of  commands  was
concerued, and we ha b o dind another
exovdient, which was {0 direet the
light joinily through the young man
who haed been nade Xdjutant of the
command, s e was Lieal, ) 1,
Humphrevs, of the Ist Fovida baial-
toncaned e had heen desailed from my
company.  Alter Col, Coleman was
wounded,  Licut, Humphreys  most
aallantly met the responsibility upon
him, and in connection with the other
ollicers faithfully esceuted every orden
issued from the disahlead headguariers
tider the bridee, My Fiest Licuten-
ant was W Gl Moon, Coo 1., Bith
Miss., o he o was deiled 1o aet as
commis=ary, while Licat, Tall, of the
Slst Virgimn, insisted upon using n
musket,  Capt, Riddicl: showed splen-

(

the meadow and then sent forward.
The wrovad was heing covered  very
rupidly by the advanecing hoses, caud
the dead silenee whieh prevailed salony
my line as they got nearer mmust hayve
deceived My orders were Tor
every man to keep on the oroumd  De-
hind the breastworks, which  woere
only two or three feet high, aod when
|
|

them.

he diest line of the caemy lid erossed
hie ddizel in our front, the command
would he wiven oo Fire!™ As al-
remdy stated this alitel was not more
than seventy-five yards in our front,
ad when the wen rose with the rehel
yell and poured a volley into the ranks
ol the cunemy, there was wreat con-
sternation amd o hasty vetreat.,
T'he battle was jained in desperate
carnest, amd when the ederals re-
covered from theiv surprise there was
a rally of the seattered Torees prepara-
tory (o another charge.  T'he froops
were massed even more closely than
belore, and their movements scemed
quicker and more determined, but the
fatal diteh was an obstruetion which
they never passed awuan, Owe men
reserved theiv e onee more, bhut thiey
were srowing  impatient, and did no
wiil to see whether the Federals woula
attempt another crossing ol the diteh
The sceond charge  was repulsoil
with cqual gallantey, show ng o defer-
mined  resistanee onoonr sideg bhut
required longer time and heavier fir-
ing to drive them back, Then follow-
ed o doveer interval bhetween the
charvges, but for the thivd time the ef
Fort was made by the servied ranks of
the enemy (o press forwaed (o the goal
of their ambition. =0 far as they
could ce there was no impression he-
ing made on oure line, and they  were
no nearer the capture of the bridee
tham when they fivst came in sicht of
it I'his thire charge was resisted s
belore, nnd with eqaul suceess,
The sun was goinge heliind the hills,
but ag yvel there was no sign that Gen.,
W.O AL I Lee had veached the enemy s
rear,  His appearanee on the seene
would mean reliel for our little bandd,
as we knew that with the comiag of
night the Federnas wounld have the ad-
antage, Tor they conld easily make
approaches to our line by eli_'_r_'_-'in'jr ritle
pits, and by vhis means hem usin on
three sides. Daylight was imporiant
for the solution of the problem, and
when the Federals saathered for the
fourth charee there were misgivines as
to the result, On they eamey however,
amd they were met with a anlling tire
ol mll-%'lil'll'_\‘ waich wew even more
furious as theiv lines eame nearer, 1
was during this charge that  Lee and
his division stroek the rear cuard ol
the Federals, and they were given an
opportunity of fighting in opposite di-
rections.  Only one resull could ensue
from this state ol thines, which was
their hasry and immediate withdrawal
reom our fFront, s preparation began
for a sudden retreat,
The road leading down the vver

bid nerve in the tight, sand receivesd o
severe tHesh wound bhetose the enease-
ment was over. The thee s preineipal
oflicers  being woun led, it is hizh
praise that the men deserve Tor (heir
anflinehing Gdelity o the end ol the
ficht,  Gathered Teom every quarter of
the Confederaey, wan helosging o all
arms ol the service, stranoers 1o each
other ad serving under ollicers who
haed never et hefore, this e, erowe-
nous eomnand did nov guail Tor an -
standy ol displayed vaee indreepidity
and stewdlust courage, Fach  man
wes aetwated by o Teeting ol his own
responsibility l'owe the  suecesstul

commasdant, amd v osquad  of them
eme just oas we were preparing to
engage the coemy, Several ol tnem
helonged to the Thampton Legion, ad
amonyg them  was another  friend of
mine from Anderson County, the late
Peter 1 Brown, who with the others
crossed the heidae while i was andoer
wornking five from the artillery,
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OHAIRMAN IRBY SPEAKS, |

THE  ORGANIZED DEMOORACY
MUST NOT DIVIDE,

llu‘ Suys the Twenty-One Hope to
llin.uf.l'ul the Conatitutional Conven-
w0n.

The following interview with Sena-
tor [rby, ehuirman of the State Domo-
eratie executive commitiee, nas been
|mh!1ahwl in the Piedmont Hendlight :

Ve musk s o und 1 thank God
for it. Reformers have been wusting
timo with such men as Willlume, Gon-
znles, Hewphill and othor anti leaders,
thinking these  Conservatives were
honest in their eftorys Lo bring about
peaco and unlty.  ‘Their objoet was to
#ob control of the convention in the in-
terest of corporations by deception and
troachery.,  Tillman said this and left
them. This tore the mask from theiv
fuces.  Thereupon thoy meot In Co-
lumbia  and voluntarily desert the
Democeratic party and resolve to orga-
nize one of theivr own, and Mr. Carsoun,
theiv chuirmen, of what was hoped a
defunet organization, proceeds formal-
ly to carey out their lostroctions,
This is barcelaced Indepondentism with
wllvthat word means. 1 can't see in
fnee of this how honest, loyal, Reform
Domserats ean alilinte with them, In
truth, the action of his committee
releases cvery Roformer in countics
v here un agrrcement had boen mado.

O these agecements wre enrried
ciboand this Independent Bxecutive
Committee sueeeeds in many vountios
us they purpose, then with the holp
bhuey expeet o get on the plea of pueaco
and unity from counties in which they
huve agreed, they will certainly con-
trol thut convention.  For  instance,
they wre going to make a c¢lean cut
open tight in macy counties. They
muy pretead o agree in Richland and
Charleston and other counties, and
these agreements will bo ropudiated
on election duy as sure as the sun
hines wml anti Demoerats electoed, |
cien e, but perhaps it would be
better not to do it at this time, enough
counties that thoy think thoy will
surely carry Lo aggrogiute seventy-two
voles by the uso of the negro. Then
(o they can pick up nine from ldge-
ticld, Aiken, Marion, Lexington and
Abbeville, thoy will have a majorlty
convention. This  has been
their game all wlong, and corporations
buve been ut the bottom of the whole
Lz niess,

" AS long us thoy pretended (and I
knew it was mere pretense) to stay-in
patrty lines | could not attack them.
Now led by Gonzules, with such lieu-
tenants us Willinms and Garvlington,
in opon buttle with the organized
Damoceracy, it is my duty to fight them
us such, 11 our people divide with
them they can muake up their minds
for these politienl beneficinries to vote
with the' lodependents und the nig-
gers us soon us the convention is orga-
nized.  They cannot be trusted. Oflice
und control of the State is what they
witnt and nothing less will ever satisly
them,  They want control of the oon-
vention to undo and  destroy overy-
thing that bas been done sincae 1890
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termiation ol the fight, and no avmy
that ever tead the earth Tas produacesd
i hraver i thao e 500 who saven
the day o Staunton River,

The  estimted  strength of  (he
Federals  was 2,000 men, but Gen,
Wilson reported amueh smaller nume-
bheras being actually engaced,
loss in Killed and wonnded was not less
i 300, equal to Hur whole number,
as our men buried 75 of their dead the
next day. Not o prisoner was Gaken
on either side. One total loss was 45
licers and men, and five oul ol eight
ollivers were wornded.  Six o men were
Killed, one of them an Episcooal min-

ister ol the neichborhond, who had
volunteered  For the ficnl wider Col.
Coleman.  TCwas o hrother-in-law ol

Coleman’s, a country physicim, who
acted as snreceon ol the commmand, Dt
I ecannot recall his nne.

Private W. J. sims, Co. K., 13th
Miss,, was severery wennded o the
chest while perfonming o ddaring aet
under my ammediate orderse He was
a (all, handsome young Tellow, not
more thivn nineteen vears obd and T gl
been attracted towards o Crom the
out=et, e eame toome alter 1 owas
wotded and said that there were 1wo
men  crawhng  through  the  hushes
alone the ratlvowd embankment, and
asked e what to do, His behel was
that  they were trying o reach  (he
bridge tor the purpose of seltine fiv
to ity ws he saw that each one il in
his haml o package, My answer was
to shool themyand he guickly stepped
back to the position from  which he
hadl scen  them, then raised his gan
and dived, bt did  not step down.
Throwing his gun in proper position
to re-lond  and  Keeping  Ins eye
upon  the Federals, Sims was about
to i the charge when a bhal! entered
his chest and he fell backward s hu
wias entught by a comrade, e came
al onee to oy side and said, 1 have
done what you told me, but I am a
dead man,™  As he day there, growing
more pallid every moment, he hewed
me towrite his mother, and say 1o her
that he was shor while cheving my

Thedr [
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Phis  list inehwdes only  Toriy-six
wines, which was the cnrolment maae
al Danville, perliaps, at the outsel.
From pwenty tive 1o thirty ofhers were
added as already indieated,  Georsia
hesuls the st owath 15 men, one thind
ol those el here,

In elosing this sketehy el me refer
once more 1o Col, Colemman, whom 1
did not meet for twenty years atter the
fieht ol Stamnton River,  1ewas al o
lrotei table in Columbin, amd o fiend
introduced me 1o the genticnan on my
welte who provedd 1o be Col, Coleman.
His creetine was still winmer and more
cordia thun ot the mecting on the
bridee, ad we talked over the inei-
dents o which T have hoen writing,
[Te was i the employ of the Richmond
and Danville ot that time as o eivil
crineer, amd alfterwards held an im-
vortant position al Washington, D, .
where we met again in 1885, e enll-
il ol the hotel dunne my abseses, and
left his ecard with womessage that e
woulll come againg bue 1 did not wail
For hineg, amd in going to his residence it
0 happencd that we passed each other
without recosnition onlv o short dis-
tanee Trotne s home, I answer lo
my ring o f the door hell, a young lady
came o the door wrected e by
e, which guite sarprised e, i
was s danghier, who recognized e
hy o ddeserviption he el given the
Fonily, His health was then Tailing,
and inoa few vears he was sumamoned
to join the imaomervable caravan who
have cone before, Tenry E. Coleman
was every inch a soldier,and impressed
e with his high gualities as oo gentle-
i, Peace 1o s ashes !

Crveneile . SO e 18405,
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Inlbumed itehing, burning, crusty
and nealy skin and scadp ol infantas
soothed and evred by Johnson's Orien-

orderin the diseliree of his duty as a
Confederate soldier,  The vourh who
wias acling as oy orderly  wrore down
his words and took his mother s address

was i their possession, and it was
soon tilled with a moving  earavin ol

for me.  The surgeon said that Sims
was nosbadly wounded, bat T oinssted
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and disfranchise  enough  poor and
itlierate  Democrats 1o give the
rich  man  control  of South Caro-
Lo Tor all thme  to come. This is

plitiv e, but | moean every word [
sy,

“The very idon of the poor men of
Lewurens voling for some peace-crying
Independents to keep thom  from de-
serting their people, who will go to
Colmmbin and join in with the other
Independont Domocrats to take away
their politicnl rights forever and place
them upon an cquelity with the nig-
gor, s fwecicul. Ouar people are not
fools and they will prove this when
the proper time comes. We are for
principle, If thoy cun beat us we wil!
yield, 1T we heat them somebody else
will hve 1o yield, 1t is no vse to dis-
guire ivany longer, The jssue is slm-
ple. The organized Democracy and
the white man vs, Independentiam
nrd the nigger. We sre ready for the
feht, aud 1 have no fears of the ve-
sult.”

" Senator, from what you say, the
Democrats will assume that you think
the Gonzales erowd have deserted the
Domocratic party.”

“Phat is just what ~l moan.  If you
will read this address, which was ovi-
dently written by  Kditor Williams,
yon will be convineed that they have
leliberately swrandeored a'l olalms to
Democracy. It is " addressed to the
*eople ol South Carolina” and not
Lo the Demeratic party of the State.
The *“people” include not only ne-
groes, but Ropublicuns, with whom 1
hive belicved that therve has been an
understanding for more than o year,
The addrass does not contain the word
Democrat, and it purposely ignores
the genernl primary ordered by the
Democratic  Committee, while Mr.
Gonzales in their organ (The State)
urges its followors in Reform countles
to make terms with tho Reformers.
That iy tho reason why the resolution
Lo sty out of the Democratio primary,
was not cwrried,  This was done to
fool Reformers in such counties as Ab-
beville and Fdgefield, They are at-
rempting to use u double barrelled gun
on us —~make an Independent stralght
fiwht in close counties and expeoct
Domoerats to compromise with them
in strong efoom countios, If this s
not so, why did the members of the
conferenes or anti committee applaund
=0 vigorously the speech of Mr, Gar-
lington, oeditor of the Spartanburg
Heradd, who long ago withdrew pub-
liely  from the Democratic party?
They wro Demoerats in Reform coun-
ties where they can’t elect a delogate
und anti Domocrats in nigger or u.nt.l
countivs,

* Wo are not children and ¢annot be
fooled in any such way. However, we
must be up and doing, The conven-
tion must bo curried by n declsive ma-
jority.  We would be in danger with
aonargin of twenty-five, for there are
alwiys men who see new light after
th <y are sworn in oflice.”

B L RE  ———

Good furming pays because it en-
ables thoe lwid to b2ar better erops in
the future.  Hundreds of farmers who
miy have l0st money one year find
that the y may have made w profit the
next because thelir « Norts did not brin
forth frait until later. There s wealth
in the ro'l that is stored up for use dur-
ing successivo seasons,

sprundns, .
brufses, lune back, it gquickly relieves

il <0+ — e

—T'he way to success 18 to follow the
patia indleatod by the next duty.




